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Taos Canyon Art Tour features six galleries

Eric Fincher, st writer

TADS CANYON — The Taos
Carmyon An Towr is a year-anound
event which takes place in soenic Taos
Canyon west of Angel Fire. Many
artists have set up shop i some of the
dering LS. 64, and Denwn Chandler is
one of those antists.

Set mmong vertical canyon walls,
tall pines and brightly coloned flewers
on a namow swathe of lovel ground
is Thos Deawn Designs Gallery. The
walls of the comverted gamge, now
serving as an art gallery, ane adomed
wigh some of Chandler's mone abstract
pieces which are illuminated by skl
et siylish track lghting. Chancdlier’s
abwtract works flow with a mediey of
carthy colors, other-woddly shapes

“] foel my abstract preces illus-
mmuﬂmﬂmﬂl&r
saidl in a soft, almost doctor-like tone.
“For example, one of my pieces =
called, “Yeaming.' It was painted n 2
phase of my life when [ was kooking

fior something, although T wisn't quite
sure what | was looking for. | guess |
was exploring what it means o be a
.-:inglmmmmm%.“

Although Chandler koves 1o do
ahstract works of an, it"s the more life-
[ike wiorks that pay the bills. Chandler
has done 2 multiode of works for
Phibmont Soout Ranch in Cimarmon.

“] Jove pamting landscapes of
the area around Philmonl” Chandler
saidd. “It's just 5o beautiful ™

In the 1980s, Chandler pantici-
pated in Phalmont’s difficult Rayado
program, she then served on staff ot
Philmont s a ranger and traiming
ranger. In 1988, she was chosen 1o
serve a5 Philmont™s first wormian camp
dimecton.

Chandler's stucbio is an eclectic
web of paintings, pholos, cul outs
from magazines, plants, paints and
sk,

The small but functional s
dio is also home W projects in the
MNew Mexico sky like nothing else.

“People e SOMEtimes CUrious

about the vertical format of many of
rm lm.'h‘.q:n:pum. Chandler saud
“Most photos you see ane horizontal
renditions of landscapes—which is
how we tend 1o perceive the workd”

Chandler has always been
aractd 10 the concept of vertical
landscapes, she equates them 0 a
window, doorwsty Of an escpe in
SONTIC WL,

“Some of my pieces almost ke
on humanistic charactenstics—like &
tall slender person” Chandler sl
motoning o a painting of tll, golden
aspens in the fall

Chandler's landscape painungs
range from portraits of deep miysteri-
ous forests 1o bilkowing white clouds
over aubum praine bnds. Chandler
uses a wide range of media o pro-
duce her pheces, this is especully
evident with her ahstract work.

“f I'm looking for a certain
eocture or peatterm, [ will use just about
anythang.” Chandler sad. *T've used
things like kace or hubbic wiup to get
the feeling I'm looking for.”

Chandler camed her bachelor

of fine arts degree i painting from
Miami University of Ohio in 1988
She went on 10 receive ber master of
fine ants from Skowhegan School of
Painting and Sculpoure m Mazne.
The fustum: s a blank camas for
Chandler, one of her plans is for her
and a fellow antist o rent out gallery
space in Taos and display some of
“We've done this once befone,

Chionicle phada by Bic Finchs
Artist Down mmmmmmw Galkery.
Sha, along with several other arfists in the canyon is part of the
Taos Canyon Art Tour which lasts all year long.

| spent a year planning for tus ar
show!” Chandler sad. "Since it's &
hard for an artist 10 get ther word
displayed in 2 gallery in Taos, so W
just rented sOme Space O OUr oW I
display our work. | think [ mey look 2
trying to get my work in at one of
galleries in Santa Fe or Dermver”™

The Thos Camyon An Tour fea
tumes sin. gallenes and shops.

Info, S05-8274(0300. m



